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four thousand pilgrims. It is a town of itself, and possesses
within its walls streets and shops. The Greek Convent
held perhaps half as many. And the famous Latin Convent
of the Terra Santa, endowed by all the monarchs of
Catholic Christendom, could boast of only one pilgrim,
myself! The Europeans have ceased to visit the Holy
Sepulchre.

As for the interior of Jerusalem, it is hilly and clean.
The houses are of stone and well built, but like all Asiatic
mansions, they offer nothing to the eye but blank walls and
dull portals. The mosque I had admired was the famous
Mosque of Omar, built upon the supposed site of the
Temple. It is perhaps the most beautiful of Mahomedan
temples, but the Frank, even in the Eastern dress, will
enter it at the risk of his life. The Turks of Syria have
not been contaminated by the heresies of their enlightened
Sultan. In Damascus it is impossible to appear in the
Frank dress without being pelted; and although they
would condescend, perhaps, at Jerusalem to permit an
infidel dog to walk about in Ms national dress, he would
not escape many a curse and many a scornful exclamation
of * Giaour ! * There is only one way to travel in the East
with ease, and that is with an appearance of pomp. The
Turks are much influenced by the exterior, and although
they are not mercenary, a well-dressed and well-attended
infidel will command respect.*

CHAPTER VI.

THE church of the Holy Sepulchre is nearly in the middle
of the  city, and professedly built upon Mount Calvary,

* The reader will be kind enough to remember that these observa-
tions were made in Syria in the year 1830. Since that period the
Levant has undergone great vinissifcudw.